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ENROLLMENT 
1. How will enrollment happen?  TBD What will the student selection process entail?  

TBD What will the selection criterion be? TBD What is the entry process?  TBD 
Will there be an entry test? TBD Will there be an application process? Yes How 
will they determine who gets to go? TBD Will there be a lottery for students?  TBD 

 
2. Begin with just freshman or all 4 years?  TBD Is it required that students start this 

school in 9th grade? TBD 
 

3. Is this going to be a charter? Fulton County Schools is a charter district. This school 
will not be an individual charter. Do you envision it to be a magnet school? Not at 
this time. 

 
4. Will students have a full day schedule or attend a district high school and come to 

STEM high school for pathway? Students will have a fully scheduled day that will 
include their academic core classes and electives.  Can students come to the school 
from public schools to take certain classes here rather than attend all day?  Not at 
this time.  
 

5. How was the number of total students (1,500) reached?  Based on operational 
planning research and data trends, the SPLOST budget, and the square footage of 
the building. Is this primarily a solution to overcrowding? It is a solution to 
overcrowding and a way to give Fulton County students more educational choice 
options.  
 

COMMUNICATION, PUBLIC SPEAKING, AND SOFT SKILLS 
1. Given that the current youth generation uses screens and thumbs more than any 

other generation before them, what about a complement to STEM classes of some 
level of “small group communication” and “public speaking” classes? My thought 



 
 

is that the ability to design, present, and communicate effectively is an essential 
complement to the technical.  All of the career elective courses will teach public 
speaking, employability skills, work ethics, and presentation skills.  

 
2. How will you achieve instruction on soft skills for these students?  Each career 

elective has an educational standard that addresses soft skills. In each course, the 
students will learn and demonstrate the following: 
a) Demonstrate employability skills required by business and industry. 
b) Communicate effectively through writing, speaking, listening, reading, and 

interpersonal abilities.  
c) Demonstrate creativity by asking challenging questions and applying 

innovative procedures and methods.  
d) Model work readiness traits required for success in the workplace including 

integrity, honesty, accountability, punctuality, time management, and respect 
for diversity.  

e) Apply the appropriate skill sets to be productive in a changing, technological, 
diverse workplace to be able to work independently and apply team work 
skills. 

f) Present a professional image through appearance, behavior and language. 
 
CURRICULUM 

1. Will personalized learning provide an opportunity for education in STEM? Areas 
not listed in the presentation? Personalized learning is a district initiative and will 
be an integral method of instruction within the STEM High Schools. We have 
made contingency plans for future career pathways and to adjust pathways based 
on students, community, economic, and workforce needs.  
 

2. What about the arts – STEAM? The STEM HS will have a fine and performing arts 
program.  
 

3. Why the emphasis on healthcare? The North Fulton area houses approximately 
1,400 health services facilities, all of which are demanding talent. The most in 
demand jobs in North Fulton within Healthcare are registered nurses, 
environmental service techs, nursing technicians and assistants, patient care techs, 
medical and clinical lab technologists and ER technicians. (Source-Greater North 
Fulton Chamber of Commerce Talent Coalition)  
 

4. How do the facility and curriculum look through a lens of sustainability? 
Stewardship? Humanities? We are currently talking to our post-secondary 
partners to understand the integration of sustainability and stewardship 



 
 

throughout the curriculum. Humanities will be taught within the core academics, 
as well as integrated, within the cross-curricular activities.  

 
5. Will it be a Problem Based Learning (PBL) approach? Yes 

 
6. What does academic enrichment look like? TBD 

 
7. How is Fulton County Schools going to stay on top of changing curriculum? 

Experts needed  The STEM HS has a business advisory council that will help guide 
and inform the mission and outcomes of the school.  
 

8. Will business courses be taught as part of the curriculum so the student 
understands organization, finance, management for their careers?  Personal 
finance is part of the career pathway curriculum. Right now, individual business 
courses will not be a part of the school.  

 
9. Will foreign language be required?  Learning Spanish is almost essential in 

healthcare. Yes, foreign language will be offered at the STEM HS.  
 

10. Can a student switch pathways?   There will be opportunities for students to take 
multiple pathways. The process of entering and exiting a pathway is TBD.  

 
11. Are these pathways at the other North Fulton High Schools? Some pathways are 

offered at other North Fulton High Schools.  
 

12. Has Fulton County looked at schools such as Gwinnett Tech Math and Science 
academy and IMSA (M&S Academy) for their successes? Have they collaborated 
with UFA, GA Tech,. . . To figure out what college students are currently lacking 
or are in need for success in college? Our district team has visited the Gwinnett 
School of Math and Science and other schools in Georgia. We will continue to visit 
other schools during this process. Gwinnett Tech and Georgia State are on the 
advisory council. We will continue to engage with business and post-secondary 
partners.  
 

13. What is the comparison from another high to this one? How is this school similar 
to other high schools, how is it different? This high school will offer unique career 
pathways that are not offered at other high schools. The educational setting will 
also be unique; the labs will be built to replicate industry settings and experiences. 
The school will also offer a true integrated curriculum within the core academics 
(Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, World Languages, and English Language 



 
 

Arts) and electives (Career and Technical Education, Fine Arts, Performing Arts, 
and Health and Physical Education). The STEM high school will not offer athletics. 
The focus of this school will be to provide students with college and career 
readiness options through academics, career-related courses, internships, and 
industry certifications. 

 
ATHLETICS 

1. Sports create well-rounded students and offer balance that is important. Will there 
be sport teams? No. Can they still be in sports at their home school? No. If there 
are no athletics, how do you envision the all-round development of students? 
There will be opportunities for students to take Health and Physical Education 
courses. There will also be extra-curricular activities and clubs.  

 
FACILITIES 

1. Will the building be built to LEED gold standards? Green ribbon schools? No.  We 
incorporate as many of the LEED principles and standards as possible, but we do 
not certify the buildings.  We certify our buildings through Energy Star to 
demonstrate conservative energy consumption. 

 
2. What is going to happen to the greenhouse? Can it be donated to another school? 

Due to the materials, methods of construction, and age of the greenhouse, it is not 
cost effective to relocate the greenhouse to another property.  Since there is not a 
programmatic need to keep the greenhouse at the STEM school, it will be 
demolished with Milton Center.    

 
3. Why are design models from other successful new STEM schools now used as a 

basis for this school? We are looking at a variety of school designs for this school, 
along with receiving input from our staff, community, and business members.  
 

4. What is the budget? $61,418,250 
 

5. Why not a more centralized location? Why is the location in Alpharetta? It makes 
access even more difficult for South Fulton students. 
We currently own the property where Independence High School is located and 
where the North STEM HS will be built. Another STEM HS will open in South 
Fulton in Fall 2021.  
 

6. What is the comparison from another high school to this one? How is this school 
similar to other high schools, and how is it different?  



 
 

This high school will offer unique career pathways that are not offered at other 
high schools. The educational setting will also be unique; the labs will be built to 
replicate industry settings and experiences. The school will also offer a true 
integrated curriculum within the core academics (Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, World Languages, and English Language Arts) and electives (Career and 
Technical Education, Fine Arts, Performing Arts, and Health and Physical 
Education). The STEM high school will not athletics. The focus of this school will 
be to provide students with college and career readiness options through 
academics, career-related courses, internships, and industry certifications. 

 
FACULTY 

1. Are there requirements for teachers different than other high school teachers in 
north Fulton County? There are not additional teaching certification requirements 
for this school.  
 

2. Hiring talented staff – will you rob traditional school staff leaving more vacancies? 
No. 

 
OTHER 

1. What are the transportation plans for other areas (Sandy Springs)? 
Fulton County will provide transportation to and from the traditional schools to 
the STEM High School.  
 

2. Will there be flexibility to switch? What if it needs to revert back to a traditional 
high school? Is there any penalty? The building design has been built with 
contingency plans to revert to a traditional school. There will not be a penalty and 
we will make decisions in the best interest of our students.  


